Flowerdale Primary School
3377 Whittlesea– Yea Rd, Flowerdale, Vic 3717
Ph: 5780 1264
Email: flowerdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.flowerdaleps.vic.edu.au

Term 1 Friday 19th February 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

FEBRUARY
23rd SCHOOL PHOTOS &
rescheduled F-2 ‘T
Party’
25th Breakfast Club
MARCH
1st
Parent/Teacher
meetings
2nd Swimming Carnival,
Healesville
3rd Quantum Victoria
excursion &
Arvo Cafe, 2.30pm
9th Life Education van
visit
10th Swimming Lessons
11th Breakfast Club &
Swimming Lessons
17th Swimming Lessons &
Blokes and Kids event
18th Swimming Lessons

The unexpected short term lock down this week meant that students
were given school work packs yet again to complete at home. Parents
and carers were notified via a letter last Friday, however not all
packs were collected by families and this meant that some students
missed out on continuing their classwork. Should there be further
breaks in on site learning I urge all families to collect work packs or
log into remote online learning as advised, to ensure that all students
have an opportunity to continue their class work. The students who
did complete their work did a great job and worked either
independently or with family support. Thank-you for your
commitment to learning.
School Council
I am pleased to announce the School Councillors for 2021. Casey
Herweynen, Casey Kiss, Claire Davidson and Karen Musgrove will
complete the second year of their two year term. Christine Doering,
has been a long standing member of the School Council and has
nominated for another two year term and a new member to the team
is Vikki Patten. As there are six parent positions, Christine and Vikki
are duly elected without the need for a ballot. We will hold the first
School Council meeting on Wednesday March 3rd where office
bearers will be nominated and voted for by the School Council
members.
I would like to thank the parent helpers who assisted Kerry with
breakfast club last Thursday and know she is looking forward to
working with other parents at lunch club which is coming up soon.
The Yea Rotary Dinner on March 4th has changed location back to
the Yea Golf Club and I am still seeking helpers for cleaning at the
end of the evening. If you can help please let me know.
Tutor Program

February
Izabella
March

Jake
Theo

Being Safe.

Mrs McDonald has been assessing students in Mathematics to
determine the specific learning needs of students to attend the tutor
program on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Letters will be sent out to
the families of students participating and will include the learning
goals for their child. The program works in conjunction with
classroom Mathematics activities. I look forward to seeing the
students’ progress over the next few months.

Being Responsible.

Being Respectful.

Being a Learner.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONTINUED...
Parent/Carer Meetings
Please complete an interview time on the notice sent home
today. These meetings are a time for the class teacher and
parents or carers to work together to meet the learning needs
of the students. If you are unable to attend on Monday March
1st, please call to make another mutually agreed time.
Reading time
Parents are warmly invited to attend Friday reading in the
Year F-2 classroom. You might like to read a favourite book
from home or grab a book from the class library to read to
one or more children. Check out the reading tent or find a
cushion and settle in.
The Year 3-6 class are looking for parent helpers to assist
with Literature Circles. The children work in small groups
reading the same novel and are given roles for a weekly
literature discussion. Roles include Discussion Director,
Word Nerd, Connector Cat, Super Sketcher, Perspective
Detective and Summariser. A parent helper for these groups
would need to read a copy of the book and to assist with a
Thursday discussion group. Please let me know if you would
like to participate.

Healesville Pool on the 2nd March will be a fun
day for all students from F-6. Students will be
given the opportunity to participate in fantastic
activities and competitions where the emphasis is
on fun, not winning.
Activities include inflatable doughnuts, kayaking,
collecting corks, races, diving, egg and spoon
races and more!
We encourage all parents who are able to
come along to join us!

Our excursion to Quantum will be on the 3rd of
March.
Students will delve into the world of science,
design and technology at a state of the art centre
that partners with La Trobe University.

-Sandra Horwood

Our senior students will be learning Lego Robotics
and our junior students will explore Forces in
Action.

Our Junior class is looking for parents/
guardians/grandparents who would be free
to come and do reading with students
either on Tuesday or Friday mornings.
Please chat to Miss Davis if you are available or
email her at shelley.davis@education.vic.gov.au.
Thank you!

Attendance
If your child is absent, please call
5780 1264 OR use the Skoolbag app
OR email
flowerdale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Please include your child’s full name
and the reason for the absence.
Thank you.

March 10th & 11th
17th & 18th
24th & 25th

Swimming Carnival– All students
Quantum excursion– All students
School Photos– All students
T Party– F-2 students
Parent/Teacher meetings– All students

Week 3 & 4
JUNIOR CLASS
Ryan– For doing his personal best in
math
Safari– For always being responsible in
class and a respectful friend
Dougie– For being a eager learner at home

Some students who held leadership
positions last year chose to roll them over
into this year, so they could get a proper go
at the role this time around. Stay tuned, the
Badge Ceremony will be happening soon!

SENIOR CLASS
Izabella– Great effort in writing
Stevie– For a great start to her time at
Flowerdale PS

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD
Jordan
KING OR QUEEN OF KINDNESS
Week 2– Jake
Week 3– Harley

SCHOOL CAPTAINS
Olivia DeVir and Violet Calder
SPORTS CAPTAINS
Oscar Noble and Jarrah Patten
ENVIRONMENT LEADERS
Jordan Herweynen, Safari Kiss and Jaxon
Montgomery
SRC (STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
COUNCIL)
Harley Rogers, Jesse Montgomery,
Yaacoub Salloum, Elias Salloum, Kaylee
Hare (led by the School Captains)

Hans and Lena (OUR GERMAN TEDDY BEARS) have come all the way from Germany to find
out what Australia is like. Can you read the clues and guess where they visited in Australia this
week?
Share your answer with Fraulein Davis to see if you are correct!

CLUE #1: This city is on an island
CLUE #2: This is the 2nd oldest capital city in Australia
CLUE #3: This city was founded in 1803 as a penal
colony ( a place were prisoners were kept )
CLUE #4: The Cadbury Chocolate Factory is a popular
tourist attraction here.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW SCHOOL COUNCILLOR– VIKKI PATTEN!
Dear School Community,
I'm a Registered Nurse with a background in Emergency Departments, Aged Care and Management. I'm lucky to have a good amount
of energy and fairly well developed management and emergency response skills.
I'm a mum of 5 kids, 4 of them now adults, a mother in law to 4 adults also, and a nan to 2 little boys.
I've had a desire to work for the good of Flowerdale Primary School stretching back about 12 years now. My partner Trent and I were
involved in Hoof Over Hills many years ago. We always said if time permitted and if we had a child together we'd love to get
involved and support the school, as we believe its continuation and growth is closely linked to the well-being of the broader
community. This year and the next two following, I now have the time and opportunity to do so.
Voluntarily, I've been on a professional nursing board, a school council and kindergarten committees before, but haven't had the
opportunity to serve Flowerdale in this way until now. I'd like to contribute my time and skills for the next few years to help
Flowerdale Primary School to be the very best it can be, for our kids, and our community.
Back in the years after 2009, I was a facilitator in the post Black Saturday peer support program. I'm often the person people call if
there's an emergency, particularly a medical one.
My partner and I founded WOTCH, Wildlife of the Central Highlands, in an effort to protect old growth native forests in Victoria.
In my spare time I love spending time in our vegie garden and orchard, raising different varieties of chooks, playing with my boy
Jarrah and our dog, and helping protect Australia's magnificent biodiversity. We keep a number of wildlife under a wildlife license,
and have fostered a number of injured native animals over the years. I also like sailing and camping with friends and family. I enjoy
having people visit, and have hosted many people from all around the world at our place.
I also love the Performing Arts, music, drama and dance, and it was such a joy to be involved in the end of year production last year.
Fun fact: I used to be a singer in a band, and have had a play I wrote produced and performed by an amateur theatre group!
Thanks for your time in reading this. I look forward to working with all of you this year.
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