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Term 2 Friday 17th May 2019

Dear Parents and Carers,
We have had our first two Cycling Education Sessions with our coach
Alan and they have been a great success. The students have learnt
safety skills, braking, turning, following one another in a line, cycling
with partners and groups and even changing leaders in a peloton! Alan
has been thrilled with the students’ skills and how much they have
learnt in such a short time. Thank-you to the parents who dropped off
bikes and to Mr Hodge for helping us on the bus.
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A wonderful time was had by all the mums and their children, at last
Friday’s Mothers’ Day Pamper Night. This evening was made possible
by our, ever creative, Miss Davis and supported by the classroom
teachers. The students were however the stars of the night displaying
great love and care for their family members and friends and having a
bit of fun at the same time. I would like to thank Casey and Claire for
organising special gifts for our mums and working with students to bag
up calistemons to plant at home. We are grateful also to Trudie from
the CFA who provided flowers and her skills to make bouquets with the
children to take home. We all know how special mums are and trust you
had a lovely Mothers’ Day.
NAPLAN
Congratulations to the Year 3 and Year 5 students who participated in
the NAPLAN tests this week. They completed the tests on line and
worked to the very best of their ability on the day. NAPLAN is a one off
test and forms only a small part in the assessment of students at our
school. It does give some valuable information about our students and
point to trends where we can make improvements to our teaching and
learning practices. Class teachers do ongoing formative assessment on a
daily and weekly basis to make decisions about what skills to target to
assist the student to gain new skills and reinforce others. Term 2 is
report-writing time and you will receive a report in the last week of
term, you will also be allocated an interview time to discuss your child’s
goals and to give feedback on their strengths and areas for
improvement. A notice will be going home in a few weeks.

OUR SCHOOL VALUE FOCUS THIS FORTNIGHT IS

TEAM WORK

Compassion . Bouncing Back . Respect . Personal Best . Teamwork

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONT…
Curriculum News
The Junior class have been enjoying experiments
about force and exploring how simple machines work
to help us. They have made parachutes, tested items to
explore gravity and experimented with incline planes
during Mathematics by testing the distance travelled
by toy cars on ramps covered with different surfaces.
The students have created diagrams, reported on their
observations created some wonderful constructions
The Senior class have been researching the layers of
the earth, creating experiments to explore the
elements in the soil and constructing a township to be
used in a future activity about natural disasters. The
classroom has a new STEM Maker Space to work on
engineering and technology projects and the children
have been programming a Sphero ball to follow a
series of coded directions on the Ipads. The older
children have also taught their younger buddies how to
use our new technology items, Bee Bots, to move
around the classroom following simple push button
instructions. There is great excitement about possible
uses for these simple robots and I look forward to
seeing their plans over the next few weeks.
Both classes will be attending excursions to provide
stimulus and research for classroom units of inquiry.

Claire– for her wonderful food preparation
skills and cleaning on Rotary night
Trudie G– for sourcing, donating and running
our Mother’s Day flower bouquet making
Claire & Casey– for helping the students to
create mother’s day presents
Pam– for helping make breakfast on Walk
Safely to School Day
Narelle, Marco and Amy– for always
helping with everything!
You’re all amazing! We’re so blessed to
have you help us!

Winter Sports– 3-6
Scienceworks– Junior grade
Boite Schools Chorus– Senior grade & interested
students

Creating parachutes!

Thank-you to all the parents who are returning forms
promptly and using the Bpay system to pay for
excursions and events.
Please remember to call Cherie in the office if your child
is absent or use the FlexiBuzz system to send a message.
It is compulsory for ALL schools to call families of
students that are absent from school if you have not
notified us.

Week 3, Week 4 (no assembly)
Junior
Jesse– Bouncing Back

Senior
Jordan– Personal Best

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD

Honey- Personal Best

Our Buddy of the Month was
Jake S!
Congratulations to Jake S for consistently
demonstrating the values of Respect, Teamwork,
Bouncing Back, Compassion & Personal Best
throughout April!

BROOKE
MCDONALD
Junior Grade Teacher

What is your favourite colour? Blue
What is your favourite food? Mexican
Favourite AFL football team? North Melbourne, but my children are
slowly converting me to Richmond!
Favourite movie? Sweet Home Alabama
Who is in your family? Son Jamieson, daughter, Lily.
Pets? Dog Ziggy
What’s something that most people don’t know about you?
I often sing in the car when I’m alone. I sing along to all types of music
and will make up the words of I don’t know them.

CYCLING!
For the next four weeks we are doing bike riding and the coach’s name is Alan. As one
of our activities we to learnt what “give way” meant. When you’re cycling you must
give way to cars at an intersection. You must hold out your arm to the left or right to
show where you are going. It was fun when we did a few laps around the basketball
court, because I could overtake people. I was so fast.
Jake S Year 5
We had fun when we played on our bikes at school. We learnt how to stop, when to put
your brakes on and how to go around corners. Alan, our coach touched one of the
cones, but I didn’t!
Oscar Year 2

ROTARY DINNER
When we volunteer, we often receive more than we give. And there is never a shortage of
volunteers from our children, when it comes to Rotary Dinners.
Four times each year Flowerdale Primary School cooks for, and serves dinner to the Rotary Club of
Yea. Parents and staff cook the food and our children set and wait on the tables and help in the
kitchen.. Last evening, we fed 40 Rotarians a lovely dinner of Roast Beef and Vegies, followed by
Mrs Horwoods world famous Tiramisu. All the vegetables were lovingly prepped by Claire, who
also comes up to Yea after the dinner to clean the clubhouse. Now that is a supreme effort, but
Claire does it willingly every time. Our volunteer kids look gorgeous in white shirts, bow ties and
black aprons, and the Rotarians love their presence and comment on their friendly service.
Last night we had Olivia, Jake Warren, Abby Devir (now in Year 7) and Amy Temperton (now an 18
year old ex-FPS student, with a license). How beautiful is it to have so many willing student
helpers, and past students who continue to volunteer for their old Primary School.
So, from Flowerdale Primary School, thank you to our most excellent students - past and present,
to our parent volunteers and to our Principal, Mrs Horwood. What a brilliant team.
Rotary Dinners are great fun - just ask our kids.
By Annie Robertson

I liked that I got to spend quality
time with my mum! She sat for ages
with her feet in the foot spa and I
massaged and exfoliated her hands.
She was relaxed and nearly fell
asleep!
I also enjoyed drinking and serving
tea!
I did my mum’s nails in a sparkly
purple colour and Miss Davis did
my makeup so I looked like
Cleopatra!
By Honey

I loved spending time with my
mum and friends. I liked
massaging my mum and
pampering her.
Doing the nail polish was the best.
I did my mum’s nails in a skin
colour. It looked good!
I also served lots of food to
everyone, like a waiter. The
profiteroles were yum!
By Jordan

I liked washing my mum’s hands
and feet. I’m very good at nail polish
so I did my mum’s nails in rainbow
colours!
By KC Lee

School Wide Positive Behaviour Strategy
School Wide Positive Behaviour Strategy
We need your support to provide the best opportunities for your children. Teachers and support
staff at our school are working together to provide a consistent message to our students about
behaviours that are expected at school. These messages are modelled and encouraged in a positive
and calm manner to ensure that all students are aware of …
 how to be respectful
 how to work with others
 how to be ready for learning
 how to work and play in a safe and positive environment.
The students are encouraged to control their anger and frustration with others or with activities.
We need your support by encouraging the same messages at home. A consistent message
of promoting positive behaviours means being aware of the messages we give to our children. They
need to know what is the expected behaviour and why it is important, such as, “We walk in the
house, because it is safer.” At school the same behaviours are expected “We can run outside on the
basketball court where there is plenty of room. It is safer there.”
Here are some examples we are using at school to promote a positive use of language when dealing
with inappropriate behaviours. We also model the expected behaviours throughout the day and in
weekly social and emotional learning sessions. You might like to practice some of the suggestions
below and maybe think of some others. If you are interested in joining our School wide Positive
Behaviours Team please let me know. We would greatly appreciate the input of parents and carers.

Demand
Negative response
Calm down
Stop yelling
You’re ok
Be quiet
Don’t hit
Don’t get upset
That’s enough
I’m over this

Positive language
How can I help you?
Take a deep breath, then tell me what happened.
(calms the situation; your child knows you are there for
them)

Are you ok?
Use your inside/quiet voice.
Be gentle/Keep hands, feet and whole body to yourself.
(A reminder of appropriate behaviour)
It is ok to feel sad/angry/grumpy/upset.
Do you need some time to yourself? Do you need to
talk?
I’m here for you.
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